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July IS, 2002

The Ron. Donald L. Evans
SeCJ"etmy of Commerce
Department of Commerce
14th and Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Evans:

Columbia Gas Transmission Carp. is planning to consnuct a natural gas pipeline through New York
State and also through ilie 19111 district which I Iep{esent. This past May the New York State
Department of Sta-te detennined that the proposed route for the Millennium Pipeline is inconsistent
with tho policic& of the New York State Coastal Management Program. Having worked closely with
Governor Pa.taki on a variety of issues concerning the Hudson Rivcr I agree with and support his
assessment on this important matter.

The Division of Coastal Resources is concerned about detrimental effects the planned route may have
on the Hudson River and the s\l!TOunding communities in the Hudson Valley. Particularly, theyare
concerned about the effect the pipeline construction will have on HaverstI'aw Bay, an area significantly
rich in plant and marine life. The construction of this pipeline may also have a damaging cffect on the
safety of the driDking water for the residents not only of the Hudson Val1ey but of New York City. As
I have worked hard during my eight year.<; in Congress to fund and support, revitalization efforts
throughout the 19d1 district, from Ossining to Poughkeepsie, I feel strongly that we must make sure that
the construction of the pipeline does not clamage the coastal revitalization efforts which have made the
Hudson River Valley the beautiful and scenic area that it is.

The Depi\rtm~t of ComrnCtcc must takc into consideration thcse factors as well as the voices of
thousands of fesidents whose lives will be affectcd by the construction of this pipeline through their
neighborhoods before they come to a declsion regarding the Millennium Pipeline. I ask that the
Department of Commerce work with Columbia Gas to ensure that the environment of the Hudson
Valley will not be affected by this pipeline and that ample time is given to study whatever effects this
construction will have on our community .Thank you for your time and I look fOIWard to your

respoDSe.
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AUG 5 2002

Congresswoman Sue Kelly
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3219

Dear Congresswoman Kelly:

Thank you fo~ your letter to the Secretary of Commerce Donald L.
Evans, concettning the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)
consistency appeal of the Millennium Pipeline Company, L.P.
(Millennium) to the objection of the New York Department of State

which administers New York's federally approved coastal
management pttogram pursuant to the CZMA. Under the CZMA (16 USC
1456 (c) (3) (A)' and its implementing regulations (15 CFR 930
Subpart H) when an applicant for a federal license or permit
proposes an activity affecting the coastal uses or resources of a
state with a federally approved coastal management program, a
state may object if the proposed activity is n9t consistent with
the state's Goastal management program. After receiving a state
objection, an applicant, in this case Millennium, may appeal to
the Secretary of Commerce seeking an override of the state's
objection. the Secretary of Commerce may override the state's
objection if the administrative record shows that the applicant
proposed activity is consistent with the objectives of the CZMA
or necessary in the interest of national security.

In this case, Millennium has appealed to the Secretary of
Commerce and Ian administrative record for his decision is being
prepar~d. ydur letter will be added to the administrative,
record. The~e will be a time for public comment during the
appeal proce~s and this office encourages you to submit your
comments at tjhat time. The public comment period will be
announced in the local newspapers in the area of the proposed
activity as ~ell as in the Federal Register.

Thank you for your interest in the Federal Consistency procedures
of the CZMA.

Sincerely,

~ JJ).e )

Karl D. Gleaves
Assistant General Counsel

for Ocean Services


